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TARBAT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of meeting held on 4 October, 2017 
In the Carnegie Hall, Portmahomack at 7:30pm 

Present: Martin Dane(Chairman), Hamish Mackenzie (Vice Chair), Janet Wilson(Treasurer) Jackie 
Thornhill(Secretary), Helen Flemimg, Jacqui Monro. 

In Attendance: Neil Ross, Cllr. Derek Louden, George Terry, Jacqui, Maggie Sowerby, Kate 
Collard, Reg Flegg, Margarete Flegg, Catriona Penman. 

Apologies: No Apologies. 

1. Police Report: There were 2 police officers in attendance who briefed us on their report. 
It has come to the attention of the Community Council that some anti-social behaviour 
has been ongoing for a long time.   The Police advised that we should report all anti-
social behaviour regardless of its seriousness.  

Incident Summary: 

A written report has been circulated to all members. 

2. Minutes of meeting held on  June 7, and September 6, 2017. 

• The minutes were then proposed by Hamish Mackenzie, seconded by Helen 
Fleming, then agreed. 

3. Matters Arising: 

• Fountain:  Hamish Mackenzie has since spoken to Mr. Stewart and the problem 
seem to be with the stone work on the steps which will need addressing. Lachie 
Stewart has since stated that he will measure the base of the fountain and make some 
recommendations. Hamish to action this item. 

• Access to Tarbat Primary School: A travel plan has been developed and submitted 
to Safer Routes to school officer. They plan to meet with a designer mid-July for 
footpath improvements. Still no update. 

• Stand of trees behind the Carnegie Hall. John Mackay from Highland council has 
come and reviewed the situation. It was then suggested to make contact with British 
Telecom and southern Electricity to see if they could remove some branches as it 
will affect their power lines, but they will not be able to cut down trees. 

• A letter has been submitted to the community council from a concerned resident 
detailing a list of ongoing issues from anti-social behaviour within their neighbour. 



This is seriously affecting their quality of life and many others. It was agreed that a 
group of volunteers would be formed to help gather other resident’s thoughts and 
concerns over this situation. It also has to be noted that Police Scotland and the 
Highland Council are very aware of this and have been very helpful with their 
advice. 

4. Financial Report: 
  

• The Treasurer had submitted a report and the balances are General Account 
£2348.37. The accounts have been transferred to the new Treasurer and the 
documentation for the necessary change of signatories to the TCC cheques has now 
been received from the Royal Bank of Scotland. 

5. Councillor’s Report: 

• Anti-Social Behaviour, as previously discussed earlier in meeting. 
             

• Councillor Louden has advised us on an update of the new build of TRA school. The 
Highland Council is scheduling a kick off meeting for Oct 24, 2017 at 6:30pm.  

6. AOCB: 

• Land in front of Dolphin View chalets.  
Hamish Mackenzie gave an update.  He recalled that the Keeper of the Registers of 
Scotland had advised that she may be prepared to accept an affidavit from the Scottish 
Rights of Way Association as to the right of way. Hamish had met the Highland Council 
Access Officer, Philip Waite, who was willing to assist in trying to secure such an 
affidavit by using witness statements from people with at least 20 years knowledge of 
the use of the right of way. Hamish had also talked to the Secretary of the Easter Ross 
Rights of Way Association, who was prepared to contact his members. It was agreed that 
witness statements should be sought locally. Action Hamish Mackenzie. 

It was agreed a letter would be drafted to invite Mr and Mrs Joyce to the next 
community council meeting to discuss the ongoing issues. The Chairman has since 
written to Mr. and Mrs. Joyce inviting them to attend the next TCC meeting or to make 
an arrangement to meet and discuss at a convenient date and time. 

• TCC asked about when the work along the Kirksheaf side going down the woody 
Brae would be complete. Cllr Louden has reassured that the work is schedule for 
completion but would need to confirm at date. 

• Seating benches on the front, near the beach are in desperate need of repair. It was          
agreed they need to be fix. Council will ask for quotes to be submitted for proposed 
work. It has also been noted of some algae growth on the spar rods on certain seats. 



• An e-mail was sent from Election Office concerning preliminary views on polling 
stations this matter was discussed. M. Dane to send email regarding council’s 
thoughts. This has been actioned and TCC’s views that the Carnegie Hall was the 
best venue was made clear. 

• A concern was brought forward with regards of a fence obstruction the view of 
traffic coming down Castle street at its junction with Well Street. This has since been 
brought up with the owners of the fence and they will see what they can do to 
improve visibility. 

• It was agreed that some funds would be allocated for the purchase of plants/Flowers 
for the Community planters around the village.  

• The Perspex transparent cover on the Notice board at south end car park by the flag 
pole is old and needing replaced. This does not belong to TCC. 

           Dates for 2017 / 2018 meeting are: 1st Wednesday of alternate months as set out below: 

December 6th 
February 7th 
April 4th 

June 6th   

The meeting closed at 9:25pm. 

           Next meeting, Carnegie Hall at 7:30pm December 6, 2017.


